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Work of street art seen in Paris 20 th (anonymous)

(Palindrome) In girum imus nocte ecce et consumimur igni = We spin in the night, and here we are consumed by fire.

DO NOT DISCARD IN THE PUBLIC SPACE / SHARE OR PUT IT BACK UP IF NOT INTERESTED / THANK YOU Y’
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we are not doomed
I

t’s stupid not to talk to the others that you think are stupid, because by doing so, you 
condemn them to remain stupid. And everyone being one other’s idiot, we don’t risk 
going far away, if we want to go anywhere at all. Michel Audiard wanted to say the 
opposite: you have to talk to idiots if you want them to be less stupid. What reaction 
do you expect by considering others like idiots and addressing them in a way that 
implies that they are stupid and that they don’t understand anything.

Yourself, how do you react when you feel you are being taken for a fool? Unless you are 
looking for a sterile confrontation and don’t want anything to change because it suits 
you in any circumstance, in the street, at work, in your relationship, with your family or 
your children, etc. If you want to be heard, apply yourself to talk to the others without 
lecturing them: contempting, being mean and humiliating do not lead to anything good.

We know our natural tendency to measure ourselves against others, to feel inferior or 
superior. It is because I know this that I position myself in front of you as an equal, 
seeing myself as I’m and I think, not more stupid than you and at least as stupid. This is 
also why I think it is useful to tell you that it’s not by despising each other that we will 
help each other to make better days happen. 

A special thought related to the activist field, which is prone to mistrust and public cla-
shes. If we throw the baby out with the bathwater at the slightest mistake or blunder, we 
won’t get anywhere. We will not gain anything better by letting ourselves be governed by 
the survival of the fittest. Except for certified cases of doomed idiots, we are all likely to 
be stupid from time to time, but not condemned to remain so forever.

I’m as stupid as the others, no more and no less than you and no more than you are 
condemned to remain so. Let’s assume our equality: we are as stupid as each other, 
there are no chosen ones and it’s not by calling each other stupid that we will give our-
selves the chance to be less so. 

Everyone is likely to understand and to do better the next time: showing humility and 
patience, telling each other the things that annoy us while taking care that the way of 
saying it doesn’t interfere with the message will be useful for the rest of the world. We 
will go slowly, step by step. It’s not easy, it’s better to say it, and then the flapping of the 
butterfly’s wing will play is part... We’ll talk about it again. 

“When you’re stupid, you don’t know you’re 
stupid because you are stupid... Whereas when 
you’re not stupid, you know that sometimes 
you’re stupid.”    

 JEAN-CLAUDE VAN DAMME
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